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i’m spending 14 days in argentina 
and seven in rio. What is the best 
currency to take, and the best format 
to have my money in? — visda scott

As I was recently in Argentina and 
Brazil, I can tell you what I would do 
in both countries — and let you 
decide if it feels right for you.

starting with Argentina: I would 
take as cash Us dollars in 
denominations of $20 (or less). 
Despite the security risk, the unusual 
state of financial affairs in Argentina 
means it could be worthwhile.

Before flying to Argentina, I 
changed about £50 in advance in 
order to get a coffee at the airport 
and in case I needed a cab. I got a rate 
of about 9.50 pesos to the pound. 
That corresponds with the official 
rate of six pesos to the Us dollar. But 
once I got into town, it became clear 
that street moneychangers offer the 
“blue market” rate of nine pesos, or 
sometimes more, to the Us$. This 
stretches your spending money by 
about 50 per cent, and makes 
Argentina even better value. 

Naturally, you need to be careful 
about changing money on the street. 
It’s better in smaller towns and cities.

In Rio, where crime is more 
prevalent and there is no “parallel” 
currency market, I prefer to change a 
little sterling on arrival, topping up 
when necessary but to use a credit 
card wherever possible.

Email your queries to s@hols.tv■

currency 
that works 
best while 
travelling

NEW LOOK FOR NY ICON

The 191-room opulent Hôtel Plaza 
Athénée in Paris is due to reopen in May 
following a major facelift to create six 
new guest rooms, eight suites and a 
ballroom. Doubles from €895 room only, 
dorchestercollection.com

SJ Villas launches a 
new villa in Trancoso, 
Southern Bahia, 
Brazil. Sleeping 
eight, Casa 
Quadrado has 
whitewashed 
walls, hammocks 
and an infinity 
pool, from £464 
per night (minimum 
four-night booking), 
sjvillas.co.uk

■

■

weekend idea last-minute  
hotel news

The 26-room Congham Hall Hotel in 
Norfolk has a New Year Detox Me 
package for £99pp, plus £99 per double 
B&B, including a detox juice on arrival,  
a 60-minute Green Tea and Seaweed 
Cleanse facial, use of the Secret Garden 
spa facilities and a Elemental Herbology 
Body Detox gift set. Available until 
February 28.

conghamhallhotel.co.uk■

what’s 
GoinG  
on in…
FranCe 
FeB 28-mar 2  
The Yoga & Well 
Being Festival in 
Val d’Isère hosts 
around 35 yoga 
courses, a concert, 
a market and 
organic food café, 
valdisere.com

Eurostar has 
returns from St 
Pancras to Bourg 
St Maurice (coach 
service to Val 
d’Isère, altibus.
com), from £149, 
eurostar.com

■

ahead oF the PaCk
Luxury men’s online 
retailer Opumo now stocks 
J Panther Luggage. Aimed 
at high-fliers, its new 
Aviator shoulder bag holds 
a tablet, with handy 
smaller pockets for pens 

and a smartphone. 
A removable 
passport pocket 

makes it truly 
travel-
friendly. 
Made of 
smart oiled 
and stained 

grain leather 
with leather 

trim, also 

available in tan. If you find 
the price sky high, it also 
stocks the Slingback Utility 
messenger bag, £95.

£394, opumo.com■

OwNeD by the Tisch family —  
co-owners of the New York Giants — 
the Loews Regency Hotel New York 
has been stripped back to a bare shell 
during an 18-month, $100 million 
renovation (many of the discarded 
fixtures and fittings were donated to 
victims of Hurricane sandy).

Famously the birthplace of the 
phrase “power breakfast” in the 
seventies and a favourite of the 
Reverend Al sharpton and Larry 
King, the plush Park Avenue 
property reopens on January 16. 

The refurbishment adds luxury  
to all 379 rooms, including 58 suites, 
and public spaces, with new 
restaurant the Regency Bar & Grill 
(perfect for that important 
breakfast), a flagship Julien Farel 
salon & spa, a fitness centre and four 
new meeting rooms.

Doubles from £370 room only, 
loewshotels.com/Regency-Hotel
■

destination 
usa
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Revamp: the 
Loews Regency 
Hotel underwent 
a $100 million 
luxury renovation

route  
news

Ba launches a thrice- 

weekly service on the  

a380 from heathrow 

to Johannesburg on 

February 12, returns 

 from £637 (until  

Jan 28, then £867), 

ba.com
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